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Film Reaction Paper: 13th 
Capitalism is an economic and political system in which a country’s industry or trade is controlled by private entities that are profit-driven rather than the state. With capitalism, the means of production of goods and services are owned by businesses or individuals. In the United States country’s economy was built on free labor through the introduction of forced slave labor and cheap labor through the Jim Crow laws. The slaves were working in privately-owned plantations, and this formed the basis for the exponential growth of capitalism; the desire to maximize profits.  For the approach of cheap and free labor, there has been a growth in mass incarceration in the United States, whereby the inmates are used in the provision of labor in the big companies in the United States. It is frustrating how the United States has a big percentage of incarcerations in the world; 25 percent of the world’s inmates in made up of United States citizens (DuVernay, 2016). The united states have 5 percent of the world’s population and have 25 percent of the total incarceration is overwhelming. 
Capitalism has served as an incentive for mass incarceration. The prisoners are so expensive to the government because of the locking up cost that the government is incurring. They are proving to be quite expensive for the government, unlike in other prisons offering correctional services to more than 2.3 million inmates (Bostic, 2020). The cost inefficiency ranges from building a prison to lock up people who do not deserve to be locked to the cost of operating the prison; the imprisoned people have to be taken care of at the expense of the government sources. The government gets economic challenges in sustaining the number of inmates in the prisons and thus uses the inmates for the provision of labor in the private companies and generate income.  Companies have benefited a lot from mass incarceration. The charges for labor from the inmates are lower than the cost of labor from the general public. This may explain why mass incarceration has been monetized to serve capitalists. 
The kind of people that are being incarcerated is not the people who have to be. The magnitude of the offenses that are being committed requires more guidance than incarceration. The justice system is faulty, and racism has overshadowed justice, and Black Americans do not have access to the best advocates to represent them in these cases. Black Americans find themselves incarcerated for minor charges. Among the men in incarceration are the Black Americans who are incarcerated for petty crimes like driving licenses, loitering among others. The economic hardships that have for history long been perpetrated on them have led to economic vulnerability, and thus the African American youth engage in crime more than their white American counterparts (Bostic, 2020).
Racism plays a major role in mass incarceration and has been a historical problem that has been fought with a lot of insincerity. There should be legislation to protect inmates from working for private companies because this serves as an incentive for more incarcerations. Also, the long debate on whether African Americans can be compensated for historical injustice, it is high time that the compensations are done to empower African Americans economically. Economic hardships are the leading cause of increased causes of crime among African Americans (Bostic, 2020). 
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